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It is unnecessary to follow in detail the discussion of the different 
" rights." The book is valuable because its whole object and effect 
is to throw aside vague abstractions and pin debate down to definite, 
intelligible questions. The problem of toleration, the problem of 
the liberty of public meeting and association, the problem of the 
sanctity of contract — all are treated as soluble not by any universal 
principle of a priori right, but by considerations of particular time 
and particular place, and with reference to the experience of the 
past. There may be in this method a negation of ultimate philoso- 
phy ; but the loss of a philosophy incompatible with this treatment 
of political problems will not be serious. Wm a DunninG- 

Cases on Constitutional Law. With notes by James Bradley 
Thayer, LL.D., Weld Professor of Law at Harvard University. 
Cambridge, Charles W. Sever, 1895. — Two volumes, xxii, 2434 pp. 

Not much can be said in review of a law book which is simply a 
collection of cases, with notes quoted from other books, especially if 
the selections and quotations are made with excellent judgment and 
rare discrimination, and are arranged in perfectly logical order. 
What can be said in commendation of such a book must be said of 
Professor Thayer's Cases on Constitutional Law. The need of such 
a work has long been felt by the teachers of American constitutional 
law, and Professor Thayer's collection will be welcomed by them as 
a most substantial aid. The students of constitutional law in our 
universities can hardly be expected to possess the original reports of 
these cases, on account of their great cost. Professor Thayer's book 
will put the chief cases into the hands of every student at a very 
moderate expense. In accomplishing this he will have done a very 
great service, for which all students of constitutional law owe him 
their grateful acknowledgment. 

I have but one fault to find with this otherwise most excellent 
work. It is the omission of the arguments of counsel. Young stu- 
dents find it extremely difficult, and experienced students do not find 
it always easy, to distinguish decision from dicta in the opinions of 
the courts. If it is not known what points were argued, the reader 
is all the more liable to mistake the points decided. In my own 
experience as a teacher I find it more satisfactory to have fewer 
cases, with the arguments of counsel, than more without them. If 
Professor Thayer would give us three volumes and include the argu- 
ments, I think his work would be even more serviceable and more 
generally used than in its present form. j QHN w b urgess< 



